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SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [2.13 pm] — without notice: I 
move — 

That standing and temporary orders be suspended so far as to enable orders of the day to be taken 
forthwith and for the house to sit beyond 9.45 pm for the purposes of completing the second reading 
debate on the Voluntary Euthanasia Bill 2010. 

By way of explanation, it is the government’s intention—I have sought the concurrence of the other parties in the 
house and they have agreed—that the house proceed directly to the Voluntary Euthanasia Bill 2010 and that we 
will sit beyond 9.45 pm to conclude the second reading debate. If it transpires that the second reading debate is 
completed before 9.45 pm and is defeated, we will then proceed to the next order of the day. If the debate takes 
all day and it is passed, then the committee stage will be taken tomorrow. In view of the decision to forgo 
motions on notice and committee reports and ministerial statements today, then, assuming this motion is agreed 
to, these will be taken tomorrow during government time, although I should add that if it transpires that the 
Voluntary Euthanasia Bill is in committee tomorrow, then I will have further discussions with the leaders of the 
other parties to determine the logistics of Thursday’s sitting. If that is to be the case, as I said, it is the 
government’s intention that the Voluntary Euthanasia Bill be passed this week, and so we need to consider that. 
However, the motion I am moving now will enable us to move directly to orders of the day and sit beyond 9.45 
pm, if necessary, and that is a contingency motion in that sense, to complete that bill today.  

HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the Opposition) [2.15 pm]: I rise to indicate our 
support for the resolution. The conversations that have occurred behind the chair are reflected in the Leader of 
the House’s statement that it is our understanding that we will, if necessary, sit beyond 9.45 pm to complete the 
second reading of the Voluntary Euthanasia Bill. If that is completed tonight, then it is our expectation that non-
government business will be dealt with tomorrow morning, followed by motions and committee reports and then 
orders of the day. I understand the second part of what the Leader of the House has said, in that we cannot tell 
exactly where we will be until we are there, but that is our expectation of what this motion is. 

HON GIZ WATSON (North Metropolitan) [2.16 pm]: I just say that we are happy to support this motion. We 
appreciate that it would be an orderly way to proceed to complete the second reading contributions on this bill. 
We are happy, if necessary, to sit late to do that. 

HON WENDY DUNCAN (Mining and Pastoral — Parliamentary Secretary) [2.16 pm]: The Nationals also 
agree to this motion. 

The PRESIDENT: Having counted the house, an absolute majority is present, which is needed constitutionally. 

Question put and passed with an absolute majority. 
 


